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2008–09 PROFILE

	 ADMINISTRATION	 COLLEGE COUNSELING
William MacMullen, Headmaster	 Christopher Torino, Dean of Faculty	 Terence Giffen, Director	 Andrew McNeill, Sr. Assoc.          
Jon Willson, Academic Dean	 Cindy Gallagher, Registrar	 Catherine Ganung, Couns.	 Jason Honsel, Assoc.
Jack Kenerson, Sr. Class Dean			   Cheryl Gatling, Office Mgr.		

THE SCHOOL: Founded in 1890, the Taft School is a co-educational boarding and day school for students in grades 9 to 12. It occupies a 220-acre campus 
west of the city of Waterbury, 95 miles from New York City and 125 miles from Boston. Taft is fully accredited by the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges.  Taft provides an individually challenging experience ever mindful of the school’s motto: “Not to be served but to serve.” All Taft students go on 
to attend four-year colleges and universities across the nation and around the world.

ENROLLMENT: 575 students in grades 9 to 12. The current senior class has 173 students.

MISSION: To educate the whole student; to demand excellence in all walks of life; and to ask for a high level of moral responsibility.
 
MEMBERSHIPS: National Association of Independent Schools, National and New England Associations of College Admission Counseling, and the College 
Entrance Examination Board.

FACULTY: Of 122 teachers, 91% hold advanced degrees, including 5 doctorates. The ratio of students to teachers is 6:1, and the average class size is 11.

STUDENTS: Our students come to Taft from over 35 different states and 28 foreign countries; 25% are students of color; 33% receive need-based financial aid.

DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS: (18 CREDITS): English (4); Mathematics (3); Laboratory Science (2); History (2) including American History; Foreign 
Language (3); and Fine and Performing Arts (1.5).
 
ACADEMIC POLICY AND GRADING SCALE: the standard academic load is five academic courses per semester in grades 9 and 10; 11th and 12th  grade 
students may choose to take either four or five.  Grades are un-weighted and are listed on our transcript on a 6-point scale. The transcript also includes a 
yearly GPA. By policy, Taft students are not ranked. 

Grading Scale: Semester grades are listed on a scale of 1-6. The letter equivalents of all academic grades given in 2007-08 are: 6.0 = Extraordinary 
Distinction; 5.5 = A+; 5.0 = A; 4.5 = B+/A-; 4.0 = B; 3.5 = B-/C+; 3.0 = C; 2.5 = C-/D+, 2.0 = D; 1.0 = F. 
The passing and college-recommending grade is 2.0

CURRICULUM: Honors and Advanced Placement level courses are available in virtually every discipline at Taft. The school offers 30 different AP-level 
courses as well as opportunities for independent study in each discipline.
                   

The highest course(s) available in each discipline are as follows:
Arts – AP Art History, AP Studio Art, AP Music Theory; Classics – AP Latin; English – AP Sr. English; Global Studies – AP Psychology; History – AP World 
Hist., AP European Hist., AP American Govt., AP Comparative Govt.; Languages – AP Chinese Lang., AP French Lit.; AP Japanese Lang., AP Spanish Lit.; 
Mathematics – Multivariable Calculus and Linear Algebra; Science – AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics C:
	     
OFF-CAMPUS STUDY PROGRAMS: Taft offers off-campus study opportunities to The Maine Coast Program; The Mountain School in Vermont; The 
Island School in the Bahamas; and to China, France, Italy, Spain, and India with School Year Abroad.

TESTING PROFILE FOR CLASS OF 2008

	 SAT REASONING TEST	 SAT SUBJECT TESTS
	 CR	 Math	 Writing	 Subject	 Mean 	 # Tests	 Subject	 Mean 	 # Tests
Mean	 639	 644	 641	 Biology - E	 620	 11	 Math 1	 623	 71
75th percentile	 690	 700	 700	 Biology - M	 660	 7	 Math 2	 680	 59
25th percentile	 570	 590	 590	 Chemistry	 704	 14	 Physics	 698	 16
				    English Lit.	 627	 67	 Spanish	 649	 21 
				    French	 641	 10	 U.S. History	 611	 57

(OVER)



	 ADVANCED PLACEMENT TESTS	 NATIONAL MERIT COMPETITION
In 2008, 212 Taft students took a total of 510 AP exams 452 
(89%)  of which resulted in scores of 3 or better. This included 
174 (34%) scores of  5 and  157 (31%) scores of 4

The 163 members of the Class of 2008 included 2 National 
Merit Finalists; 16 Commended Scholars; and 4 National 
Achievement Scholars.

COLLEGE MATRICULATION RECORD 
One- and five-year history: 2004 to 2008

College/University 	 ’08 	 5yr	 College/University	 ’08 	 5yr	 College/University	 ’08	 5yr
Allegheny College	 0	 1	 Gettysburg College	 3	 7	 Rhode Island School of Design	 0	 1
American Univ. of Paris	 1	 1	 Green Mountain College	 1	 1	 University of Rhode Island	 0	 1
Amherst College	 4	 7	 Hamilton College - NY	 1	 15	 Rhodes College	 1	 4
Babson College	 0	 1	 Harvard University	 1	 16	 Amer. Int’l Univ. in London 	 0	 1
Bard College	 0	 2	 Hobart & William Smith Colleges	 2	 7	 University of Richmond	 1	 9
Barnard College	 1	 2	 Hofstra University	 1	 1	 Rochester Inst. of Technology	 0	 1
Bates College	 0	 8	 College of the Holy Cross	 0	 4	 University of Rochester	 0	 1
Binghamton University	 0	 3	 Houghton College	 0	 1	 Roger Williams University	 1	 1
Boston College	 3	 25	 Howard University	 0	 1	 Rollins College	 0	 1
Boston University	 3	 20	 Univ. of Illinois at Urbana	 0	 2	 Rutgers Univ.  Camden	 0	 1
Bowdoin College	 4	 13	 Imperial College London	 1	 1	 Rutgers Univ.  New Brunswick	 0	 2
Brandeis University	 1	 2	 Indiana Univ. at Bloomington	 0	 1	 Sacred Heart University	 0	 1
Brown University	 0	 13	 Johns Hopkins University	 0	 7	 Saint Anselm College	 1	 2
Bryant University	 0	 1	 Kenyon College	 0	 2	 Saint Michael’s College	 1	 2
Bucknell University	 1	 8	 Lafayette College	 1	 3	 University of San Diego	 1	 1
Univ. of CA at Berkeley	 0	 3	 Lake Forest College	 2	 2	 Santa Clara University	 0	 1
Univ. of CA at Los Angeles	 0	 1	 Lawrence University	 0	 2	 Sarah Lawrence University	 0	 1
CA Institute of Technology	 1	 2	 Lehigh University	 2	 8	 Scripps College	 0	 3
Campbell University	 0	 1	 Lewis & Clark College	 1	 1	 Sewanee: Univ. of the South	 0	 2
Carleton College	 1	 3	 University of Louisville	 1	 1	 Skidmore College	 0	 6
Carnegie Mellon University	 4	 9	 Loyola College in Maryland	 1	 1	 Univ. of Southern California	 0	 5
The Catholic Univ. of Amer.	 0	 1	 Loyola Marymount University	 1	 1	 Southern Methodist University	 2	 7
College of Charleston	 0	 7	 Macalester College	 0	 1	 Univ. of St. Andrews (Scotland)	 1	 1
University of Chicago	 2	 6	 McGill University	 1	 5	 St. John’s College	 0	 1
Claremont McKenna College	 0	 2	 Merrimack College	 1	 3	 St. Lawrence University	 4	 14
Clark University	 0	 2	 Miami University, Oxford	 1	 4	 Stanford University	 1	 2
Clarkson University	 0	 1	 University of Miami	 0	 4	 SUNY Oswego	 1	 1
Clemson University	 0	 1	 University of Michigan	 0	 2	 Susquehanna University	 0	 1
Colby College	 2	 12	 Middlebury College	 3	 25	 Swarthmore College	 0	 1
Colgate University	 2	 15	 Morehouse College	 0	 1	 Syracuse University	 2	 7
Univ. of Colorado at Boulder	 2	 6	 Mount Holyoke College	 2	 5	 Temple University	 0	 1
Colorado College	 3	 14	 University of New Hampshire	 0	 2	 Texas Christian University	 0	 2
Columbia University 	 0	 4	 The College of New Jersey	 1	 1	 The University of Texas, Austin	 0	 2
Columbia Coll.	 1	 7	 University of New Orleans	 0	 1	 Trinity College	 5	 22
Concordia University	 0	 1	 New York University	 2	 15	 Tufts University	 1	 4
Connecticut College	 4	 11	 Univ. of NC at Chapel Hill	 1	 2	 Tulane University	 1	 7
University of Connecticut	 1	 5	 Univ. of NC at Wilmington	 0	 1	 Union College	 3	 6
Cornell University	 8	 24	 Northeastern University	 1	 6	 U. S. Coast Guard Academy	 0	 1
Creighton University	 0	 1	 Northern Illinois University	 1	 1	 U. S. Naval Academy	 1	 6
Dartmouth College	 2	 11	 Northwestern University	 1	 4	 Vanderbilt University	 0	 4
Davidson College	 0	 11	 Norwich University	 1	 1	 Vassar College	 1	 3
University of Dayton	 0	 2	 University of Notre Dame	 2	 4	 University of Vermont	 1	 3
Denison University	 1	 6	 Oberlin College	 0	 2	 University of Virginia	 0	 5
University of Denver	 0	 3	 Occidental College	 1	 1	 Wagner College	 0	 1
Dickinson College	 1	 5	 Ohio Wesleyan University	 0	 1	 Wake Forest University	 5	 10
Duke University	 1	 4	 Oxford Coll. of Emory University	 2	 2	 Washington and Lee University	 0	 4
University of Edinburgh	 0	 5	 Penn. State Univ. – Univ. Park	 0	 2	 Washington Univ. in St. Louis	 1	 5
Elon University	 0	 2	 University of Pennsylvania	 5	 18	 Wellesley College	 1	 1
Emory University	 1	 4	 Pepperdine University	 1	 1	 Wesleyan University	 2	 6
Eugene Lang College 	 0	 2	 Pitzer College	 0	 2	 Wheaton College	 1	 1
Fairfield University	 1	 2	 Pomona College	 0	 1	 Willamette University	 0	 0
Florida State University	 0	 1	 Princeton University	 1	 9	 College of William and Mary	 1	 8
University of Florida	 0	 1	 Providence College	 1	 3	 Williams College	 1	 6
Fordham University	 0	 4	 Purdue University	 0	 2	 Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison	 0	 6
Franklin and Marshall College	 1	 3	 Quinnipiac University	 0	 1	 The College of Wooster	 1	 1
The Geo. Washington Univ.	 6	 13	 University of Redlands	 0	 1	 Worcester Polytechnic Institute	 0	 2
Georgetown University	 2	 22	 Reed College	 3	 4	 Yale University	 2	 10
Georgia Inst. of Technology	 0	 1	 Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute	 1	 3


