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n this cartoon from 1908, the popular 
sector roots for Democratic candidate 
William Jennings Bryan, while William 

Howard Taft is shown sheltered by and 
pulled along behind the GOP windshield. 
He is cheered on by its big business constitu-
ency, embodied in John D. Rockefeller. 
	 Taft’s caricature as the corpulent, non-
athletic Republican Old Guard nominee is 
drawn in stark contrast to Roosevelt’s ag-
gressive athletic persona representing the 
Progressive branch of the GOP. 
	 “Will was humorous about [his weight] 
himself and, of course, the cartoonists were 
delighted with the opportunity it gave them,” 
Horace Taft wrote in his memoir. He refuted 
the popular image of his brother’s laziness, 
adding “My brother was a hard worker. Will 
was not an athlete, but was a man of extraor-

dinary physical strength. He had enormous 
vitality and a healthy ambition.”
	 Will had been secretary of war under 
Theodore Roosevelt and was his chosen suc-
cessor in the 1908 election, winning out over 
Bryan in the end, only to have Roosevelt 
challenge him for the Republican ticket four 
years later.
	 “Presidential Marathon Run” is one of 
34 original drawings by Norman Ritchie 
that the school acquired in 1971. Ritchie 
was well known for more than 50 years as 
a leading editorial cartoonist for The Boston 
Post. Many of his cartoons are in the col-
lections of the Library of Congress, state 
capitols, courthouses and museums around 
the country. 

—Alison Gilchrist, archivist
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Check out the Timeline, too  
(under the ABOUT menu)!

We’ll be building in more features 
along the way, so please visit often.
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