














did not broadcast the resultant film, Expedition to Lhasa, Tibet,
until years later. Lowell Jr. had been the cameraman. Although
the results were not as hoped for, the Tibetans remain grateful
for the Thomases’ efforts; in 20085, the Dalai Lama bestowed
the International Campaign for Tibet’s Light of Truth Award
on Lowell Jr.

Thomas followed his Tibetan adventure by taking his young
wife, Tay Pryor (whose own Taft connections are numerous),
on a 45,000-mile flying odyssey by Cessna 180 through Europe,
Africa, the Middle East and South Asia. Throughout the 1950s,
he continued to film and produce movies. In 1958, with state-
hood imminent, Thomas and his dad returned to Alaska to film
a series about whether a wild place like Alaska could support
young families from elsewhere in the U.S. Lowell Jr. flew wife Tay
and first child north, again in a Cessna 180.

Tay immediately fell in love with Alaska, so the family stayed
on after the project. [ Tay has written six books about their life
and three National Geographic features, including “Night of
Terror,” her hair-raising account of the 1964 Alaska Earthquake
that destroyed their neighborhood.] While making films, Lowell
and Tay met and befriended Alaskans from many walks of life,
some of whom persuaded him to run for public office.

“They needed cannon fodder, I suppose,” says Thomas, who
at the time was a Republican in a Democratic state. After two un-
successful runs for Congress, the second ending in a recount, he
was elected to the State Senate, eventually serving two terms.

From the outset, Thomas’s mission was conservation. At the
request of Alaskans seeking protection for the mountains in
Anchorage’s backyard, Thomas introduced legislation to create
Chugach State Park. Despite stiff opposition stirred up by the
concurrent battle to protect federal lands, the legislation passed.
Today, the half-million-acre Chugach State Park is universally
acclaimed as one of Anchorage’s greatest assets. A generous
supporter of conservation, Thomas made a million dollar be-
quest to Alaska Conservation Foundation in 2000, still their
largest ever.

He had another target: end bounty hunting, which he
viewed as ethically and environmentally wrong. Right or
wrong, many Alaskans were habituated to receiving govern-
ment money for killing predators and therefore vigorously
opposed his proposed legislation.

Thomas had an unlikely ally in Charles Lindbergh, who was
appalled by the notion of using aircraft to slaughter defenseless
wildlife. When Lindbergh heard that prospects for Thomas’s bill
were bleak, he volunteered to help. Within days, Lindbergh was
in Juneau, addressing the legislature and governor behind closed
doors. Ultimately, the legislature scrapped bounty hunting. Two
years later, Thomas flew Lindbergh over the Chugach and Kenai
mountains, landing on several glaciers in the process. Few avia-
tors can claim to have piloted one of the most famous of them all.

In 1972, Jay Hammond ran for governor and asked Thomas
to run with him as lieutenant governor. “I liked Jay Hammond.

I would have done whatever I could to help him,” says Thomas.
They won and he served one term before retiring from politics.

“Throughout my time in Juneau, I kept flying and landing on
glaciers at every opportunity,” says Thomas.

Very few climbers fly; even fewer flyers climb. Again, he was
the exception. He helped explore and climb the most promi-
nent summits in the Tordrillo Range, the glaciated peaks and
volcanos dominating Anchorage’s southwestern horizon. Over
several years, Thomas landed a score of climbing parties above
the mudflats and alder thickets that guard the Range’s flanks and
personally made several of the first ascents.

Looking for a post-political career, he was already think-
ing about glacier flying when the guide Ray Genet asked if he
was interested in helping shuttle his climbing clients on and off
Denali. After seven years flying climbers as owner of Talkeetna
Air Taxi, Thomas spent another 12 years flying guests of Camp
Denali/North Face Lodge around, and sometimes landing on,
the mountain.

A The National Park
Trust honored Thomas
with its first Annual
Bruce Vento Public
Service Award in

2001 for his lifetime
contributions to
conservation. Thomas
helped establish
Chugach State Park and
also led the fight to
end bounty hunting

in Alaska.

“Everyone wanted to fly with Lowell
Thomas, Jr.,” says Wally Cole, Camp
Denali’s owner during that period and
still a good friend today. “For many of
our guests, flying with him was the high-
light of their Alaska trip.”

And for a few, it was a flight that saved
their lives. m

A craniosacral therapist, Mike Macy '69,

who lives in Anchorage, first moved to
Alaska in 1976.
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Thunder and Stagecraft for Sun-Up

On February 24, 1935, the Taft Dramatic
Association, under the direction of science teacher
Robert Olmstead, put on Sun-Up (1932), a play
by Lula Vollmer. This was the Golden Age of dra-
matic stagecraft at Taft (with apologies to Rick
Doyle), when English teacher and “aesthete” Rollo
DeWilton directed set design, taking full advantage
of the new, state-of-the-art Bingham Auditorium’s
backstage apparatus. The results were always el-
egant and real-life. An article in the Papyrus of the
time describes the effort to create the World War I-
era, North Carolina log cabin interior and the
atmospheric effects of the mountain setting.
“...flats are divided into doors and windows...
and painted. The fireplace...is made of boxes
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covered with canvas frames, with bulges here and
there to give it the lifelike appearance of hewn
stone... Lighting effects are created from an intri-
cate switchboard system, by throwing certain lights
on an external blue cyclorama in order to suggest
bright daylight...”

Stage crew made the sounds of a heavy wind-
storm by turning a drum of slats at high speed over
a canvas-covered frame. “Thunder is created by
merely pounding on a sheet of tin.” And to com-
plete the sensory experience, “members of the cast
will cook bacon and other food...on a small elec-
tric grill placed inside the fireplace”

—Alison Gilchrist, Leslie Manning Archives

A The hillbilly Widow
Cagle (played by Robert
Chapman '36), grieving
the death of her son in
the war, hears his voice
telling her to spare

the life of the stranger
(Henry Bertram '36),
whose father killed her
husband, since the act
would only be of the
same blind nature. Also
shown are Bud (Charles
Coit ’35) and Emmy
(John Packard ’37).
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September 1 to 26

Taft Visual Arts Students
2008-09

Taft Student Work in Drawing,
Design, Painting, Sculpture,
Photography and Ceramics

October 2 to 31

Susan Mastrangelo: Slice of Life
Rockwell Visiting Artist
Www.susanmastrangelo.com

Mark W. Potter 48 Gallery 2009-10 SEASON

November 6 to December 4
Ubuntu: | Am Because We Are
Art from the Juvenile Justice
System and Beyond
www.artisticnoise.org

Opening reception November 6

December/January

2009 Student Work

Taft Student Work in Drawing,
Design, Painting, Sculpture,
Photography and Ceramics

January 29 to March S, 2010
Greenswards, New Work

by Nancy Friese
Tremendous Trees, Bending
Skies and Greenswards
Rockwell Visiting Artist
www.nancyfriese.com

This exhibition is funded by
the Andrew R. Heminway '47
Endowment Fund.

Opening reception January 29

March 26 to April 24

Celia Gerard '91: Drawings
www.celiagerard.com
Opening reception March 26

April 29 to June 29

Eladio Fernandez '85
Caribbean Landscape
Photography
www.eladiofernandez.com
Opening reception April 29
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Thad Reycraft ‘10 happily
tackles the Crisco slide
for the light blue team on
Super Sunday in September.
Held on one of the opening
weekends of school, Super
Sunday is a longstanding
tradition at Taft. Can anyone
identify the year it began?
PETER FREW '75




