








FROM THE ARCHIVES

When Bertram Goodhue and Horace Taft
Disagreed About the Garden of Eden

rchitect Bertram Goodhue’s design of
HDT has been in the spotlight this year as the
building undergoes renovation as part of the
dining hall expansion. It is unclear exactly how
Horace Taft decided on Goodhue, but by 1910
he had just completed the Cadet Chapel at West
Point and had begun planning, as he wrote, “the
school for Horace Taft, Esq....which is designed
and will be accomplished in two or three years.”
The anecdote below is the only record of an
exchange we have between the schoolman and
the architect. It refers to the delightful ornamen-
tal plaster relief above the fireplace in the Harley
Roberts Room. In his memoir, Memories and
Opinions, Taft wrote:

“It was a great pleasure to work with Bertram
Goodhue. He was a man of extraordinary talent,
but with an artistic temperament that required
some diplomacy. Friends of the school will re-
member the ornamentation above the fireplace in
the old library [now the Harley Roberts Room].
Mr. Goodhue had the tree in the Garden of Eden
branching out into algebra, literature, and other
subjects, and the figures of Adam and Eve. I told
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him I never liked Adam and Eve anyhow, and
that I hoped he would get something else.

“When I came home I talked with the
masters, who sided with me, and said that the
tree in the Garden was the tree of knowledge of
good and evil and ought not to branch out into
these various subjects. I wrote to Goodhue that
it would not do. He replied that it was a keen
disappointment to him, and he could not take
it lightly. He added, ‘If you give that up, you
must give up the motto you so wanted—Timor
Domini initium sapientiae—Fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom.

“‘However, if that motto is given up, how
would this one do? If no man can serve two masters,
how in hell can one poor architect serve a dozen?””

In compromise, Taft got his phrasing [carved
into a wooden mantle below], and Goodhue got
his Tree of Knowledge, but with Taft teachers
replacing Adam and Eve, each shown with the
symbols of their academic subjects. The head-
master is depicted representing Philosophy.

—Alison Gilchrist, Taft School Archives

A The bas relief

over the fireplace in
the Harley Roberts
Room, which served
as the school library
from 1914 to 1930.
Inset: Horace Taft as
Philosophy

Thanks to Tom
Gronauer's and
William Cunningham'’s
1970 Independent
Study Project

“The Architectural
Decoration of the
Taft School,” of which
there is a copy in the
Archives.



“Jhe wish deancst to my heart
14 that the Jaft graduates all
over this Great Land may feel
that this is their School, that
they ane an important pant
of it, and that their Spint
and Loyalty will carry it on
to greater contributions to the
Education of this land than it
has even been given before. ”

— Horace Jaft

Alwnru Weekend

May 7-9, 2009

Jhursday, May 7

6:30 p.m.

50th Reunion Dinner Class of 1959

Fniday, May §

Registration, Office of Alumni & Development

8:00 2.m.—6:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00-11:30 a.m.
Noon

5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

Evening

Alumni Golf Tournament
School Tours

Reunion Class Luncheons
Classes of 34, 39, 44, 49’ 54, Choral Room
Class of °59, Watertown Golf Club

Service of Remembrance
Christ Church on the Green, Watertown

Old Guard Dinner
Headmasters Home

Reunion Class Celebrations
Classes of 64, ‘69, 84, 89 & 94

Saturday, May 9

7:50-11:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.—Noon
8:00 2.m.-5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.—Noon
9:00-11:30 a.m.

9:30-10:30 a.m.
9:30-10:30 a.m.

10:30-11:30 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

12:45 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

5:30-8:00 p.m.

Evening

Classes open to visiting alumni
Registration, Main Circle

Works by Gail and Amy Wynne Derry "84
Mark W, Potter '48 Gallery

Archives open to school tours

School Tours
Departing from the Harley Roberts Room

Collegium Musicum Revisited, Walker Hall

Class Secretaries and Agents’
Gathering and Breakfast, Woolworth Faculty Room

Taft Today and Tomorrow, Choral Room
Student panel hosted by Headmaster Willy
MacMullen 78

Assembly and Parade, Main Circle

Alumni Luncheon

Donald . McCullough 42 Field House
Children’s Program, Cruikshank Athletic Center

School Tours
Departing from McCullough Field House

Alumni Lacrosse Game

Student Athletic Games
(for more details visit www.TaftSchool.org/Sports)

Buffet Dinner
Headmasters Home,

Reunion Class Celebrations
Classes of 74, 79, 99, 04
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Winter Alumni Games 2009

<« Alumni and faculty competitors at the
Jan. 10 game included the following:

Front from left: Mike Aroesty (faculty),
James Duval (faculty), Christian Jensen
‘01, Courtney Wemyss ‘78, Willy
MacMullen ‘78, Matthew Barrow (son
of Jeff Barrow ‘82), Ed Travers ‘86,
Greg Seitz ‘86, Eric Hidy ‘93, Kelvey
Richards Wilson '91.

Back from left: Gary Rogers ‘83, Tim
Cooney ‘90, Matt Donaldson ‘88,
George Cahill ‘95, Doug Freedman ‘88,
Chris Watson ‘91, Evan Nielsen '99,
Jordan Davis ‘91, Will Orben ‘92
(faculty), Tucker Cavanaugh 86, Eric
Turgeon ‘97, Jeff Overman ‘97, Sean
Coakley ‘97, Leon Hayward (faculty)
and Steve Palmer (faculty).

» The basketball lineup included, from
left: Jason Honsel, Panos Voulgaris,
Casey D'Annolfo (all faculty), Tom Cherry
‘01, Dave Halas ‘05, Brian Baudinet ‘04,
Scott Tarnowicz ‘02, Victor Smith ‘06,
Brandon Miles ‘03, Jake Heine ‘08, Jon
Willson ‘82 (faculty), Eric Becker ‘08,
Rob Madden ‘03 (faculty) and David
Hinman ‘87 (faculty).




