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June 2017 

Dear Taft Parents & Students, 

The Taft School Summer Reading Committee has selected Trevor Noah’s memoir Born a Crime: 
Stories from a South African Childhood as our summer reading book. A #1 New York Times 
Bestseller, Born a Crime is a compelling, inspiring, and comically sublime story of one man’s 
coming-of-age, set during the twilight of apartheid and the tumultuous days of freedom that 
followed. It was named one of the best books of the year by the New York Times, Newsday, 
Esquire, NPR, and Booklist.  Additionally, Mr. Noah’s performance on the Born a Crime 
audiobook was Audible’s highest rated audiobook of 2016, and has remained one of the top 
selling titles on Audible since its release. It was also nominated for two NAACP Image Awards, 
one for Outstanding Literary Work by a Debut Author and another for Outstanding Literary Work 
in the Biography/Auto-Biography category. Pulitzer Prize-winning literary critic Michiko 
Kakutani writes, “[A] compelling new memoir . . . By turns alarming, sad and funny, [Trevor 
Noah’s] book provides a harrowing look, through the prism of Mr. Noah’s family, at life in South 
Africa under apartheid…. Born a Crime is not just an unnerving account of growing up in South 
Africa under apartheid, but a love letter to the author’s remarkable mother.” Born a Crime has 
been hailed by Marianne Thamm of The Guardian as “...essential reading not only because it is a 
personal story of survival, leavened with insight and wit, but because it does more to expose 
apartheid – its legacy, its pettiness, its small-minded stupidity and its damage – than any other 
recent history book or academic text.” 

Born on February 20, 1984, in Soweto, South Africa, Trevor Noah went on to become one of the 
top stand-up comedians in his country, touring in the United States and internationally as well. 
After having made appearances on The Tonight Show With Jay Leno and The Late Show With 
David Letterman, Noah also took on a correspondent role on the popular Daily Show With Jon 
Stewart. Upon Stewart announcing his departure from the show in 2015, Noah was named as his 
replacement. In November 2016, Mr. Noah released his first book Born a Crime: Stories from a 
South African Childhood, which was an instant New York Times bestseller.  

The Summer Reading Committee will be rolling out a program in late September to continue the 
discussion of the book and its themes with Taft students and faculty. 

In addition to reading Born a Crime, each Taft student is asked to read a second book 
chosen from a list of more than 50 selections offered by individual Taft faculty. This list may 
be found at http://www.taftschool.org/academics/summer-reading/summer-reading-book-list. We 
will gather for discussions of the books early in the new school year. Sign-up will open for new 
students on June 1, 2017. Follow the steps below to sign up. Please note: because we must limit 
the number of students who sign up for each book, we encourage you to sign up as soon as 
possible to have the best chance of getting your first choice book. If you have any questions or 
problems with sign-up, please email summerreading@taftschool.org. 

• Go to TaftNet at http://taftnet.taftschool.org/tiki/tiki-index.php 
• Click on the Summer Reading Sign-up link (beneath the bold red headline "Click below 

to join one of the summer reading book groups.") 
• Log in using your Taft network username and password. 
• Select one book from the list and submit. 

Students can purchase Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood through any online 
bookseller or through any “brick and mortar” store. For further information about our summer 
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reading program, please consult the Taft School website: 
http://www.taftschool.org/academics/summer-reading. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stuart Guthrie & Megan Valenti 

Co-Chairs, Summer Reading Committee 

 
	


